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From Arlington St ð Take a left on left 

onto Stuart St. The Motor Mart Garage is on 

your left, in the middle of the Plaza.  

From Kneeland St ð Continue till turn onto 

Charles St. South.  Take the next left onto 

Park Plaza.  Take your first left onto Colum-

bus Ave.  The entrance to the Motor Mart 

Garage is directly in front of you. 

Tð Greenline to Arlington Station. Walk 

up Arlington St to Columbus Ave.  

F I N D  U S  O N L I N E :  W W W .C S I B O S T O N . O R G 

  
Comparative Analysis of Insulation 

Methods for Transitional Masonry 

Structures: A Case Study of Three Col-

lege Dormitories 

There is currently much debate on the 

long-term impact of adding insulation to 

existing transitional masonry structures.  

In an effort to maximize thermal effi-

ciency and achieve maximum energy 

conservation, many owners of existing 

historic and transitional masonry build-

ings have invested significant funds in 

the insulation of their buildings. Cur-

rently, there are no concrete guidelines 

for methods and materials for perform-

ing these thermal upgrades. This presen-

tation will focus on the comparison of 

approaches for three1920ôs and 1930ôs 

transitional masonry buildings. 

The buildings in this study function as 

college dormitories and portray simi-

lar architectural styles, massing, 

construction techniques and mate-

rials.  In terms of construction ma-

terials, the original structures are 

comprised of load bearing brick 

masonry and terra cotta walls 

with steel framing, plaster interi-

ors, sloped slate roofs with dor-

mers, and multi -light double hung 

wood windows.  Interior conditions 

with respect to temperatures and 

relative humidity are also similar.   

In recent years, two of the three 

buildings were wholly renovated.  

The renovations included the re-

moval of the interior plaster to al-

low for the addition of insulation 

and installation of new gypsum 

finishes, the replacement of single -

pane wood windows with double -

hung insulated wood assemblies, 

and the replacement of the slate 

roofs with new slate roofs.  The first 

building was insulated via a 1ò thick 

application of closed cell spray polyure-

thane foam (SPF), 1-5/8ò metal stud 

wall, and gypsum interior sheathing. The 

second building was insulated via the 

addition of a 2-1/2ò metal stud wall filled 

with 3ò batt insulation, a polyethylene 

vapor barrier and gypsum interior sheath-

ing.  The third building has not been 

renovated, and therefore served as the 

control case.   

Two studies; an Infrared Survey and a 

WUFI analysis were conducted. The IR 

study allowed for the establishment of 

the current thermal performances of the 

buildings and the WUFI analysis is to 

determine whether the renovated wall 

systems function adequately with respect 

to dew point location and moisture accu-

mulation over time. The results of the 

study and recommendations will be pre-

sented in detail. 

Presented by : Olga Hathaway of 

Gale Associates Inc. 

Knowledge for Creating 

and Sustaining 

the Built Environment 

A P R I L  2 0 1 0  

CSI ð Boston Chapter 

Since 1956 

A p r i l  1 4 t h M e e t i n g!  

Locat ion:  Maggianoôs Little Italy  

                       4 Columbus Ave., Boston                         

Time:  Board of Directors Meeting  

 4:30 pm 

Time:   Chapter Meeting:  

 Cocktail Hour  5:30ð6:00 pm 

 Dinner ð 6:00 pm 

 Program ð7:00 pm 

Cost:  Free to Current Members 

Non-members and guests - $75  

              Parking available @ Motor Mart 

Garage  

RSVP:   For more information or to RSVP go to  

www.csiboston.org 

CSI SUMMER SOCIAL EVENT!!  

Wednesday, June 16, 2010 Save the 

date! (see Program Calendar on pg.  6 ) 
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 Parameter Info 

  
CSI Bostonôs meets on the second 

Wednesday of the month except August 

MEETING PROGRAMS 

All suggestions for future meetings 

should be addressed to the Program Di-

rector at bhn@gainc.com 

TABLETOPS 

Tabletops are a great way to get your 

products noticed! Spots are available at 

all CSI meetings. Current rates are: 

$50 for advertisers, 

$100 for CSI members, or 

$150 for non-members! 

To reserve your tabletop for an upcom-

ing meeting contact Ralph Enos at 

enos.ralph@us.sika.com 

 

ARTICLES 

All technical articles can be sent to the 

Editor at jford@kalinassociates.com. 

Articles should be approximately 500, 

900, or 1500 words.   

The Parameter is published  by the Boston 

Chapter of CSI, a nonprofit organization, for 

the sole use of chapter members. Copy ap-

pearing in the Parameter is not to be con-

strued as a Boston Chapter CSI endorsement 

of any product, service, company, or individ-

ual. Opinions expressed do not necessarily 

represent the views of the Boston Chapter 

CSI or the Construction Specifications Insti-

tute. Articles appearing in the Parameter may 

not be reproduced without permission of the 

Editor.  

CONTACT US! 
The Parameter is printed the first week of 

every month except July and August.  

THE EDITOR 

All correspondence including opinions, 

articles, announcements, or corrections, 

should be e-mailed to the Editor at 

jford@kalinassociates.com 

The last day for submissions for the next 

issue is the third Friday  

SUBSCRIPTIONS 

All subscriptions are based upon the 

membership of the Boston Chapter of the 

Construction Specifications Institute. To 

become a member visit our web site at 

www.csiboston.org.  

BACK ISSUES 

Back issues can be found on the web at 

www.csiboston.org/parameter.html 

ADVERTISING 

We currently offer several advertising 

options, listed below. For more informa-

tion you can e-mail Art Jordan at artjor-

dan@aol.com 

2ò H x 3-5/8ò W (business card) 

3-1/8ò H x 3-5/8ò W 

4-1/4ò H x 3-5/8ò W 

4-7/8ò H x 3-5/8ò W (quarter page) 

4-7/8ò H x 7-1/2ò W (half page) 

We also offer one or two full page ads on 

the pages 8 and 9 in color.  

EXTRA! EXTRA! Read all about it! 

Let other CSI Members know whatôs 

going on, submit your original tech arti-

cles for publication. All ideas are wel-

come. 

Additionally the Parameter is looking 

for  articles for our new sections on our 

members. So help spread the construc-

tion knowledge, if you have any of the 

following items feel free to send them in. 

All ideas will be reviewed. 

New Product or Service?  

Just completed an interesting or com-

plex project?  

Share your unique experience with a 

product or construction type. 

Company or product announcements 

And construction news  

For all submissions contact: 

Brian Neely, AIA, CSI, CDT 

bhn@gainc.com 

Comments from the Editor 

 


